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Each state attorney general might
consider designating a
representative to meet at least
annually with his counterparts
from every other state in an effort
to consider equalization or
harmonizing of widely disparate
election procedures.

Mathematical accuracy: ensuring
accurate and complete vote counts and
recounts

a.

Local election officials should
endeavor to standardize and
simplify ballot design and
eliminate confusing designs such
as the butterfly ballot and
two-page ballot listings of
candidates for the same office.

A standard ballot form should be
designed by social scientists and
thoroughly tested for ease of use,
machine readability, and accuracy
in hand tabulators' discernment of
voter intent.
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Machinery used to tabulate votes
should meet standards for
accuracy established by a national
public scientific body recognized
for establishing quality standards.

States should be encouraged to
adopt universal, easy to interpret
standards governing when a
machine recount will be held,
when a manual recount will be
held, how these recounts will be
performed, who will perform them,
the standards to be used to
perform them, and when they
should be completed. Universal,
easy to interpret standards should
also govern contests, certifications
and protests.
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Equality under the law: eliminating
all vestiges of disenfranchisement
based on race, language, social class or
perceived political affiliation

a. Polling places, voting machines
and staff should be proportionately
distributed, so that no groups of
voters will have to wait relatively
longer in line.

b. Translators should be available, in
person or electronically, at each
polling place.

c. No voter should be asked for more
(or more detailed, e.g., photo) items
of identification than any other
voter.

d. Police departments should be
discouraged from taking steps
(intentionally or otherwise) that
could create the appearance of

. efforts to disenfranchise voters,
e.g., checkpoints, sobriety
roadblocks, or other enhanced
efforts to stop motorists in the
vicinity of polling places.
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e. Legislatures might consider
adopting procedures for expedited
review of allegations of voting
irregularities.

CONCLUSION

This Court should hold proponents of not
tallying and recording legally cast votes to the
exacting burden of persuasion justified by our
electoral history.

Our system has stumbled when an
election case arrives in any court.
Consequently, this Court would perform a
valuable public service by drawing attention
to the many noncontroversial, nonpartisan,
race-neutral standards and procedures
available to a nation seeking to heal itself and
make more perfect its union. '
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